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Message to Students 

Welcome to the South Central College (SCC) Nursing Program!  We are excited to work 

with you on your educational journey into nursing. This is an exciting time for the 

nursing program at South Central College.  The faculty, staff and administration have 

been collaborating to revise our program, meet national nursing educational 

standards, increase the use of technology and move our vision forward into the future. 

We invite you to use the Nursing Student Handbook as you move through your time 

as a pre-nursing and core nursing student. 

Approvals 

The South Central College Professional Nursing Associate Degree Program is approved 

by the Minnesota Board of Nursing (MBON) and the Minnesota State Colleges and 

Universities (MnSCU).  The state board sets and regulates standards and provides 

approval of nursing schools curriculum designed to train nursing students to be 

eligible to sit for the National Council of Licensure Examination (NCLEX) examination.  

Minimally, every approved nursing school must meet the standards and criteria set by 

the state boards, including pass rate percentages. 

National Accreditation 

SCC has been approved for national accreditation by the Higher Learning 

Commission, the institutional accreditation provision for the regional and national 

associations of SCC.  This approval is good through 2019.   

Nursing Accreditation 

The Nursing Division of SCC is in the process of preparing their nursing programs for 

accreditation by Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN), formerly 

National League for Nursing Accrediting Commission, Inc. (NLNAC).  The process 

starts with a candidacy presentation sent to NLNAC, involves work by the entire 

nursing division, administration, and other supporting college programs to meet all 

nationally established standards, demonstrated in a self-study report submitted to 

ACEN.  The ultimate goal is accreditation approval. The hope is to be scheduled for an 

ACEN site visit by the self-study reviewers the fall of 2015. (Updated 2/2014) 

Pre-Nursing Advising 

In order to start strong and clearly, SCC has a Pre-Nursing Advisor available to 

students to answer general nursing questions and meet with current and prospective 

pre-nursing students regarding their course plan.  Appointments can be made with 

the pre-nursing advisor, Christina Hinz, at christina.hinz@southcentral.eduand/or by 

phoning, 507-332-5840 (Faribault) or 507-389-7324 (North Mankato). (Updated 12/2012) 

mailto:christina.hinz@southcentral.edu
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Disclaimer 

 

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the material contained within 

this handbook as of the date listed on page one.  However, all policies, procedures, 

clinical information/documentation, program information, and fees are subject to 

changes at any time by appropriate action of the faculty, the college administration, 

the Director of Nursing, the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities Board of 

Trustees, the Minnesota Board of Nursing, or the Minnesota Legislature without prior 

notification.  The provisions of this handbook do not constitute a contract between the 

student, the college, or the Nursing Program.   

The information in this handbook is for use as an academic tool and is subject to 

change at any time.  The nursing handbook may undergo changes following a 

student’s admission & progression in the core nursing program.  Students will be 

responsible for and held to changes in the nursing handbook.  Core nursing students 

will be notified of handbook changes. 

Upon printing of this handbook, all previous issues are revoked. 
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Mission and Vision 

South Central College Vision Statement 

South Central College will be the region’s leading institution for transitioning 

individuals into the college environment, educating students for technical careers, and 

building student capacity for future study through inclusive student-centered 

programs and services.  The college will be a committed partner in the regional 

economy, helping individuals and organizations compete in the global marketplace. 

South Central College Mission Statement 

South Central College provides accessible higher education to promote student growth 

and regional economic development. 

Nursing Program Vision Statement 

The South Central College Nursing Programs will provide a welcoming, supportive 

environment for nursing student learning which prepares students for licensure and 

entry into the workforce.  The nursing program will provide educational opportunities 

that promote student learning across the lifespan, cultures, and the health/wellness 

continuum.  The Nursing Program is a committed, collaborative partner with 

healthcare agencies to support the nursing workforce needs and interests in our 

communities. 

Nursing Program Mission Statement 

The mission of the Nursing Program at South Central College is to prepare competent, 

compassionate healthcare professionals using processes and concepts both present 

and increasing in complexity, integral to nursing practice.  Nursing education is 

distinguished by liberal arts education, evidence-based practice, clinical reasoning, 

safe patient care and commitment to the changing healthcare environment. 

The faculty of SCC’s nursing program has common beliefs and values concerning 

human beings, health, nursing, society and nursing education.  These beliefs have a 

high priority for the faculty and will, therefore, have a strong influence on the nursing 

program and the manner in which it is implemented. 
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Nursing Program Philosophy 

We believe that each student is a unique individual, shaped by culture, ethnicity, 

sexual identity, socioeconomic status, and environment.  Faculty respect and support 

this diverse student population, enabling students to flourish as they work within our 

communities and beyond to achieve their academic and professional goals. 

We believe all nurses are life-long learners, continuously developing their professional 

knowledge, skills, and attitudes with a spirit of inquiry.  Employing student-centered 

learning strategies holds students responsible and accountable for their 

learning.  Students take an active role in their own learning in partnership with 

faculty facilitating the assimilation of concepts and knowledge of professional nursing. 

We believe the National League for Nurses (NLN) outcomes, supported by the Quality 

and Safety Education for Nursing (QSEN) competencies capture the essence of 

nursing we wish to instill in our students.  We will prepare novice nurses to enter the 

workforce with the knowledge, skills, attitudes, professionalism, and 

confidence necessary to continuously improve the quality and safety of the healthcare 

system. 

(Updated 8/2012) 

 

Reference: 

O’Neill, G. and McMahon, T. (2005). Student-centered learning: what does it mean for students 

and lecturers? In Emerging Issues in the Practice of University Learning and 

Teaching: http://www.aishe.org/readings/2005-1/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sccmail.southcentral.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=7221ab85976d463db8064dbbe732e073&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aishe.org%2freadings%2f2005-1%2f
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Student Learning Outcomes 
  

The South Central College Practical Nursing Program uses the 2010 NLN Education 

Competencies as student learning outcomes.   The following are the student learning 

outcomes: 

1. Human Flourishing: Promote the human dignity, integrity, self-

determination, and personal growth of patients, oneself, and members of 

the health care team. 

 

2. Nursing Judgment: Provide a rationale for judgments used in the 

provision of safe, quality care and for decisions that promote the health 

of patients within a family context. 

 

3. Professional Identity: Assess how one’s personal strengths and values 

affect one’s identity as a nurse and one’s contributions as a member of 

the health care team. 

 

4. Spirit of Inquiry: Questions the basis for nursing actions, considering 

research, evidence, tradition, and patient preferences. 
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The Quality and Safety Education for Nurses (QSEN) competencies support the 

student learning outcomes and the curriculum.  The combination of these two 

resources allows South Central College to meet the challenge of preparing future 

nurses with the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary to continuously improve the 

quality and safety of the healthcare system within which they will work.  These 

concepts are threaded throughout the program. (Updated 8/2012) 

The NLN Education Competencies Model is an academic, multilayered model designed 

to engage nursing students and nursing faculty in transformative, proactive, and 

collaborative learning with real-world practice (NLN, 2010).  Key features to this model 

include: 

1. Core Values:  The core values are foundational to all nursing practice 

and include caring, diversity, ethics, excellence, holism, integrity, and 

patient-centeredness.  The core values are at the base of the model with 

the program and program competencies being rooted in these 

fundamental values. 

 

2. Integrating Concepts:  The six integrating concepts are context and 

environment, knowledge and science, personal and professional 

development, quality and safety, relationship-centered care, and 

teamwork.  These integrating concepts provide the supporting structure 

that lead from the core values to the program outcomes.  They also 

provide channels for communication between the levels of nursing 

education and nursing practice to support ongoing learning and 

feedback on current nursing knowledge.  Within each integrating concept 

are three components (also referred to as “apprenticeships”)—knowledge, 

practice and ethical comportment. 

 

Quality and Safety Education for Nurses (QSEN) 

The Quality and Safety Education for Nurses (QSEN) competencies support the 

student learning outcomes outlined above.  QSEN supports student learning by 

providing the knowledge, skills and attitudes (KSA) necessary for practice.  At South 

Central College, nursing students will be introduced to the QSEN competencies at the 

beginning of the nursing program and achieve mastery at the completion of the 

program in the knowledge, skills and attitudes. 

The South Central College Professional Nursing Associate Degree Program uses the 

definitions for the QSEN competencies and KSA’s as outlined on the QSEN website 

located at www.qsen.org/comptencies/pre-licensure-ksas/ 

 

http://www.qsen.org/comptencies/pre-licensure-ksas/
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QSEN Competencies Definition 
 

 
Patient-centered Care 

“Recognize the patient or designee as the source of control and 

full partner in providing compassionate and coordinated care 
based on respect for patient’s preferences, values, and needs.” 

 
 

Teamwork and Collaboration 

“Function effectively within nursing and inter-professional 
teams, fostering open communication, mutual respect and 

shared decision-making to achieve quality patient care.” 

 
Evidence-based Practice (EBP) 

“Integrate best current evidence with clinical expertise and 
patient/family preferences and values for delivery of optimal 

health care.” 

 
 

Quality Improvement (QI) 

“Use data to monitor the outcomes of care processes and use 
improvement methods to design and test changes to 

continuously improve the quality and safety of health care 
systems.” 

 

Safety 

“Minimizes risk of harm to patients and providers through both 

system effectiveness and individual performance.” 

 
Informatics 

“Use information and technology to communicate, manage 
knowledge, mitigate error, and support decision making.” 

 

The South Central College Practical Nursing Program graduates will meet the SCC 

Institutional Core Competencies at program completion. The SCC Institutional Core 

Competencies are met through the achievement of the student learning outcomes for 

the program.  

 

SCC Institutional Core 

Competencies 

Definition 

 
Written and Oral Communication 

Students will communicate effectively in a range of social, 
academic, and professional contexts using a variety of means, 

including written, oral, numeric/quantitative, graphic, and 
visual modes of communication. 

 

Teamwork and Problem Solving 

Students will demonstrate the ability to work together 

cohesively with diverse groups of persons, including working as 
a group to resolve any issues that arise. 

 

Analysis and Inquiry 

Students will demonstrate an ability  to analyze information 

from multiple sources to raise pertinent questions regarding 
that information. 

 
 

Critical and Creative Thinking 

Students will develop the disposition and skills to strategize, 
gather, organize, create, refine, analyze, and evaluate the 

credibility of relevant information and ideas. 

 
Civil Knowledge and Engagement (local and global) 

Students will understand the richness and challenge of local 
and world cultures and the effects of globalization, and will 

develop the skills and attitudes to function as “global citizens”. 

 
Intercultural Knowledge and Competence 

Students will recognize and understand the rich and complex 
ways that group and individual inequalities and interactions 

impact self and society. 

Ethical Reasoning and Action Students will develop ethical and social responsibility to self 
and others, and will collaborate with others to address ethical 

and social issues in a sustainable manner. 

Foundations and Skills for lifelong Learning Students will display an understanding of learning as a lifelong 
process through demonstration of a desire to learn, the 
willingness to apply learning to their areas of their lives, the 

ability to think and act independently, be willing to take the 
initiative to get projects done, and demonstrate the ability to 
reflect upon what has occurred and how it impacts the student 
and others. 
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Nursing Theory 
 

The curricular framework of South Central College provides a guide used by faculty 

to establish learning outcomes, course objectives, sequence of content and learning 

experiences.  As such, the framework is designed to assist each nursing student to 

achieve program outcomes and represents the overall plan for learning experiences.  

The nursing curriculum progresses form simple to complex, building on knowledge 

and skills and increasing in complexity through subsequent courses. 

A variety of nursing theories exist, starting with Florence Nightingale in 1859 and 

continuing on today.  Florence Nightingale was the first to delineate what she 

considered nursing’s goal and practice domain, and she postulated that “to nurse” 

mean having charge or care of the personal health of someone.  She believed the 

role of the nurse was seen as placing the patient “in the best condition for nature 

to act upon him”.   

Another theory used to support the provision of care was created by Dr. Jean 

Watson.  Dr. Watson believes that caring is the essence of nursing.  The goals of 

nursing are achieved through the process of caring between people or, what 

Watson refers to as, transpersonal caring. 

(Added 8/2012) 

 

Reference: 

Watson, J. (2001).  Jean Watson:  Theory of human caring.  In M.E. Parker (Ed.), Nursing theories 

and nursing practice (pp. 343-354). Philadelphia:  Davis. 
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Overview of Nursing Programs 

South Central College’s (SCC) Nursing Program is committed to excellence and 

provides invaluable educational preparation through classroom, lab, and clinical 

experiences.  SCC offers a free-standing Practical Nursing diploma.  (An Associate in 

Applied Science in Practical Nursing (AAS PN) had also been offered up through spring 

2014).  (Updated 3/2014) 

Practical Nursing Diploma 

The 40 credit Practical Nursing Diploma teaches students to collect data related to a 

client’s physical and mental functioning, administer prescribed medications, 

demonstrate effective therapeutic communication, provide thorough reporting and 

recording, prioritize and care for multiple clients with a variety of disorders, perform 

technical nursing skills and understand the importance of maintaining confidentiality. 

A student who completes the Practical Nursing program is awarded a diploma and is 

eligible to take the National Council Licensure Examination (N.C.L.E.X.) for licensure 

in Practical Nursing (PN). 

Associate in Applied Science Degree in Practical Nursing 

The 60 credit Practical Nursing (PN) A.A.S. Degree program will be closing spring of 

2014. (Updated 2/2014) 

Four-Semester Associate in Science in Nursing Degree 

The 64 credit Associate in Science Degree prepares students for the role of a 

professional nurse, which includes providing safe and culturally competent care in a 

variety of settings.  Students will develop and maintain positive, healthy relationships 

with patients, families, and the community as they learn to practice according to legal, 

ethical, and professional standards.   Evidence will support care, learning, and 

professional development as students become advocates for quality health care. 

A student who completes the four-semester program is awarded an Associate in 

Science Degree and is eligible to take the National Council Licensure Examination 

(N.C.L.E.X.) for licensure as a Registered Nurse. 

Students that earn an Associate in Science Degree may transfer credits to a four-year 

institution to work towards a Bachelor’s Degree in Nursing.  Students will be required to 

take additional liberal arts and science courses, and should visit with whichever 

institution they wish to transfer to for further information.  
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Definition of Terms 

The following terms are used in the Nursing Handbook: 

A.A.S.:  Associate in Applied Science 

A.D. or A.S.:  Associate in Science Degree 

Advanced Standing: academic credit granted to a licensed practical nurse in 

recognition of prior nursing education and experience. 

Appeal:  The process by which a student may request the Nursing Program consider 

extenuating circumstances in regard to a violation of one of the nursing rules or 

program policies.  SCC’s Nursing Program only allows student appeals for course 

repeat violations. 

Core Nursing Classes:  “NURS” classes taken by students admitted to the nursing 

program. 

Competencies:  Learning goals within a course.  (Added 12/2012) 

HESI:  End of Program test used at the completion of both the Practical Nursing and 

Associate in Science Degree programs options. 

LPN:  Licensed Practical Nurse 

Learning Objective:  Identify how to meet specific competencies. (Added 12/2012) 

NCLEX:  National Council Licensure Examination 

Nursing GPA:  The Nursing GPA is calculated using all applicable general education 

courses done at the time of application, including any general education courses taken 

as preparatory, such as chemistry.  It is not taken from the cumulative GPA from 

college transcripts.  GPA scores will not be rounded.  Technical course and non-related 

general education course grades are not used in calculating the nursing GPA.  

Objectives (see learning objectives) 

PN:  Practical Nursing or Practical Nurse 

Practical Nursing Program:  40 credit program to earn a Diploma. 

Readmission: Process by which a student re-enters the nursing program by 

submitting a new application to the program. 

RN:  Registered Nurse 
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Reinstatement: After a voluntary withdrawal from the Nursing Program, restrictions 

on enrolling in core nursing classes are removed by the Director of Nursing. 

Remediate:  The process of correcting weak areas of content knowledge after taking 

first HESI exam. 

Resequence:  Process of placing a student back into a semester clinical rotation or 

class based on a prioritized basis with space availability used as a consideration 
(Updated 12/2013) 

Student Learning Outcomes: Behaviors an instructor is willing to accept as evidence 

that the student has achieved the general objective.  (Added 12/2012) 

Unsuccessful Attempt at a Course:  Grades of C-, D, F, or W are considered 

unsuccessful attempts at a course. 

Wait-List:  Qualified applicants who are not accepted in the Nursing Program, but 

who may be called up should an opening occur. 
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General Policies 

General Policies are program policies that apply to a student at all times.  Students 

will be held to these policies during pre-nursing, application, upon acceptance to the 

program and during the core nursing program. 

Appeal to the Nursing Program:  Course Repeat Violation 

NOTE:  The only policy in the handbook that can be appealed is for course repeat 

violation. 

1. South Central College students may make one appeal to the nursing program 

for course repeat violation.   

2. Courses required for the nursing program (college readiness, preparatory, 

general education, and core nursing courses) may be repeated only once.  In the 

previous five years since admission into the program, no more than two courses 

may be repeated following a single unsuccessful attempt.  This applies to 

courses required for the nursing program taken at SCC or at other colleges.  

(See “Definition of Terms” for definition of unsuccessful attempt at a course). 
(Clarified 2/2014) 

3. Students in violation of repeat policies must complete a “Student Appeal to the 

Nursing Program” form, and attach a personal letter along with any other 

supporting documentation.  Student forms are available on the nursing website. 

4. A Nursing faculty group will evaluate appeals on the basis of available 

information, including, but not limited to, student’s personal letter of appeal 

and copies of student transcripts. 

5. Student’s appeal should fully describe the extenuating circumstances that 

prevented satisfactory academic performance in the nursing program and a 

plan on how the student has changed their circumstances and list strategies to 

enhance their ability to be successful in the future. 

6. Students will be notified by letter from the Director of Nursing of their academic 

appeal acceptance or denial. Generally, students are notified within 30 days of 

appeal submission; however, student notification of appeals received over the 

summer break may exceed 30 days. Appeal acceptance does not guarantee a 

spot or resequence in the upcoming semester.   

7. Students are required to meet the conditions outlined in the letter from the 

Director of Nursing regarding their appeal.  Students who fail to meet the 

conditions of their appeal will be required to exit the program or will be 

prevented from entering the nursing program.  
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8. Students who make a successful appeal are responsible to clarify appeal 

conditions outlined in their letter with the Director of Nursing. 

9. Denied student appeals will prevent student entry into the nursing program, a 

future nursing program, or end progression in nursing program.  As a result of 

a denied appeal, students may pursue another major at SCC or may pursue 

nursing at another college institution. 

10. Student appeals made prior to curriculum, program, or degree changes will be 

upheld and will not be reconsidered.  

 

E-mail and Technology 

1. SCC e-mail will be used as a form of official communication.  The 

nursing program expects that students will receive and read e-mail sent 

to their SCC accounts regularly.  Students are responsible for 

information sent to them via the SCC e-mail. Under Current Students on 

the SCC website, see Student Policies: IT Policies and Procedures. 

2. Students will be required to use computer technology in the nursing 

program.  Nursing courses use some component of Desire to Learn (D2L), 

a web-based instruction management system.  Some Nursing courses are 

“hybrid”.  Students will have access to computers on campus in the 

computer lab and library, if needed, to complete on-line coursework.  

 

Registering for Clinical Sections and Clinical Site Requirements 

1. Clinical sites require SCC to submit student information in order to grant 

electronic medical record (EMR) access for the next semester.  This 

information is typically requested 4-6 weeks or longer prior to the start of 

the clinical experience.  It is a student responsibility to meet the timeline 

set by the clinical site.  The nursing program does not guarantee an 

alternative facility placement should a student not be eligible to attend 

clinical at that site. 

2. Students who have not registered for a clinical section at the time that 

clinical sites are requesting student information, may not have EMR 

access for all or part of the clinical experience.  The nursing program 

expects students to register for the next semesters’ clinical sections as 

close to the opening of the registration window.  The student will be 

accountable and responsible under the policies in the nursing handbook 

for adverse outcomes resulting from lack of access to EMR, including 

failure to meet class objectives and subsequent failure of the clinical 

course. 
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Limits on Successful Attempts at Courses 

1. Applicable general education, college readiness, and pre-requisite courses taken 

at SCC can only be repeated one time following a successful attempt (a grade of 

“C” or higher).  Where there is more than one attempt at a course, the higher 

grade will be utilized in the awarding of points in the nursing application 

processing. (Updated 2/2014) 

2. Financial aid may not be available for courses repeated after a successful 

attempt.  Students should verify financial aid eligibility with the financial aid 

office in the Student Affairs Center. 

 

Time Limit on Science Credits 

1. Chemistry 108, A & P I, A & P II, Pathophysiology, and Microbiology, which 

have been completed within five years and successfully completed with a 

grade of “C” or higher will be considered for transfer.  

2. At the time of application to the core nursing program, science credits, 

including transfer science credits and science credits taken at SCC, cannot 

be older than 5 years.  Students with science credits older than 5 years will 

need to retake applicable science credits. 

 

Transfer Courses with Pass/Fail Grades or Alternative Grading Systems 

1.  The nursing program, on transfer, will not accept courses graded as 

Pass/Fail.  Transfer credits must be successfully completed with a grade 

of “C” or higher. 

2. Transfer courses from grading systems different than SCC will be 

correlated to the GPA listed on the transfer institutions transcript. 

English Skills 

Students must have the ability to speak and be understood in English as well as 

understand the English language.  The Nursing Program recommends that students 

pursuing nursing, if needed, take English for Academic Purposes as developmental 

courses to strengthen English language skills in preparation for the health care 

environment. 

Nursing Transfer Credits 

Due to the complex nature of nursing educational programs and the requirement to 

align student learning with national educational competencies for the purposes of 

Minnesota Board of Nursing approval and NLNAC standards, SCC does not accept 

nursing credits on transfer.   
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National Standardized Tests (Added 1/2012) 

CLEP, advanced placement, and International Baccalaureate exams are standardized, 

national tests, with performance standards set by MnSCU.  A Student demonstrating 

successful course/content performance on one of the aforementioned tests, is eligible 

for points during the nursing application process. 

 

Admission Policies 

College Admission 

1. Students should apply for admission into South Central College through 
the Student Affairs office.  Students should consult the SCC Programs of 
Study on-line for requirements and procedures for general college 
admission.  Students must take the course placement exam, Accuplacer, 
to determine college readiness.  Based on the results of the Accuplacer 
exam, students are required to take the appropriate college readiness 
course(s) before enrolling in general education or nursing courses.  See 
College Admission for requirements.  

2. Students having attended another college(s) must send an official 
transcript to the SCC Student Affairs office. Transfer students should 
consult Transfer admission checklist for credit transfer procedures.  
Credits obtained from course work at other accredited colleges and 
universities may be transferable to SCC for credit. Courses which are 
equivalent to the preparatory and general education courses required by 
the nursing program at SCC, and in which a grade of “C” or above has 
been achieved, may be considered to meet the requirements for the 
diploma or degree in nursing.  Grades of C-, D, F, or W are considered 
unsuccessful attempts at a course.  Students must submit all transcripts 
for coursework taken at another college institution. 

3. Applications from students having been enrolled and failed or withdrawn 
from more than two nursing programs (PN or RN) in the past five years 
will not be accepted in either the SCC Nursing Programs.  

 
4. After notification of acceptance into South Central College, the 

admissions office will inform the student of when to do their on-line 
orientation and when to participate in their face-to-face STAR session 
(Student Advising & Registration). 

5. Begin at SCC as a Pre-Nursing Student, working on preparatory and 
general education courses. 

 

 

 

http://southcentral.edu/general/incoming-student-status.html
http://southcentral.edu/incoming-student-status/transfer-students.html
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Prior to Applying to the Nursing Program (Pre-Nursing) 

Students must be fully admitted to South Central College at the time of application to 

core nursing program.  

1. Minnesota law requires that all persons who provide services that involve direct 

contact with patients and residents at a health care facility be subject to a 

background study.  A student who is disqualified from having direct patient 

contact as a result of the background study will not be permitted to participate 

in a clinical placement in a health care facility and will not be allowed to 

continue in the nursing program.  Starting February 2013, students who have a 

disqualification that the Minnesota Department of Health Commissioner has set 

aside will not be allowed to apply to or continue in the nursing program.  (Updated 

1/2013) 

2. Students planning to make application to the Practical Nursing Program will 

need to have successfully completed or be enrolled (with subsequent successful 

completion with a grade of “C” or higher) in the following: 

 Chemistry 108, or Chemistry 110 (or equivalent) or provide evidence of 

completion of high school chemistry.  Students who have successfully 

completed chemistry in high school will have three years from the date of high 

school graduation to the point of core nursing application for their chemistry to 

be considered towards application criteria.  (Updated 2/2014) 

 

 First Year Experience (FYE 100) course must be completed unless one of the 

following criteria are met:   

o Student has two applicable general education courses transferred in 

from another college institution (must be demonstrated on transcript).  

Transfer work can include PSEO courses or Advanced Placement work as 

long as the two courses are applicable general education courses.  

Applicable general education courses include required courses and/or 

student selected education courses from MNTC goal areas 2, 4, 6, 9, 10. 

o SCC student has successfully completed two applicable general 

education courses prior to fall 2010 will meet the FYE requirement.  SCC 

students taking classes beginning in fall 2010 or after will be required to 

take FYE 100 in order to make application to the core nursing program. 

3. Students will need to provide evidence at the time of application to the 

Practical Nursing Program of: 

 Current Nursing Assistant Registry in the State of Minnesota (NAR).  SCC 
offers the Basic Nursing 101 course which will prepare students for the 
nursing assistant test out.  NOTE:  Nursing Assistant Registry in the 
State of Minnesota is good for two years.  It is the student’s responsibility 
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to be informed and maintain current registry status the entire duration of 
their nursing education at SCC.   

 Students taking a separate human anatomy and human physiology 
courses (not the Anatomy & Physiology I & II outlined in the SCC nursing 
curriculum) must be able to demonstrate via a transcript that human 
physiology was successfully completed prior to starting the Practical 
Nursing Program.  

4. Students will need to demonstrate a minimum Nursing GPA of 2.7 from 

general education courses listed with a course number on the program 

guide which apply to the nursing program at SCC.   

 The Nursing GPA is calculated using all applicable general education 

courses done at the time of application, including any preparatory 

general education courses, such as chemistry.  It is not taken from the 

cumulative GPA from college transcripts.  GPA scores will not be 

rounded.   

 

 Technical course and non-related general education course grades are 

not used in calculating the nursing GPA.  Courses used to determine the 

GPA are applicable general education courses taken at SCC and/or 

courses which will transfer from all colleges that the student has 

attended.  For the purposes of calculating the “nursing GPA”, grades 

obtained in a comparable course at another college will be used (even if 

the grade is an unsuccessful attempt).  See Practical Nursing GPA 

calculator for specifics on how the Nursing GPA is calculated.    

 

5. If a student has taken a general education course more than once, the 

first two successful attempts at the course in the previous five years will 

be considered, with the higher of the two grades used to calculate the 

nursing GPA.  For more information, see “Limits on Successful Attempts 

at Courses” under General Policies.   

 

6. Students are required to send official transcripts to SCC from all 

colleges that they have previously attended. For a course to transfer to 

SCC’s Nursing Program, a minimum grade of a “C” is needed in all 

required preparatory, general education and nursing courses.  Grades of 

C-, D, F or W are considered unsuccessful attempts at a course.   

7. To calculate a Nursing GPA, a student must have 3 or more applicable 

general education courses completed at the time of application to the 

core Nursing Program.  If this criterion is not met, alternative criteria will 

be used in the following order:   

http://southcentral.edu/nursing/nursing-gpa.html
http://southcentral.edu/nursing/nursing-gpa.html


24 

 

 Cumulative GPA from coursework at all colleges 

 Cumulative GPA from high school transcript 

 Date of admittance to the college 

8. Courses required for the Nursing Program, including preparatory, college 

readiness, general education and core nursing classes, may be repeated 

only once and no more than two courses may be repeated in the previous 

five years following an unsuccessful attempt.  An unsuccessful attempt is 

a completed course grade of C-, D, F, or W.  This applies to courses 

required for the nursing program taken at SCC and other colleges.  

Students in violation of the course repeat policy may make a one-time 

appeal to the Nursing Program.  Students may only make one appeal to 

the Nursing Program for a course repeat violation. This includes student 

time in both pre-nursing and the core nursing program.  See “Appeal to 

the Nursing Program:  Course Repeat Violation” under General Policies in 

the Nursing Handbook. (Clarified 2/2014) 

9. Prospective students should be aware that declaring nursing as a major 

does not guarantee admission to the Nursing Program.  Successful 

completion of the college readiness, preparatory and general education 

courses does not guarantee or improve the likelihood of acceptance into 

the Nursing Program.  

10. Students must be in good academic standing with the college. See 

Satisfactory Academic Progress Policy for more information.  

11. Students must be 18 years of age or older prior to beginning core nursing 

classes.  

 

Applying to the Practical Nursing Program 

1. The admission process for the Practical Nursing (PN) program is no 

longer designed on a first come first served basis.  Students planning to 

make application to the two semester PN program must first successfully 

pass the HESI computerized Nursing Admission test on the SCC campus 

with a predetermined score set by the Nursing Division.  (Updated 3/2014) 

 

2. Upon successful completion of the admission test, all students must 

complete and submit an online application to SCC and the paper 

application to the Nursing Program.  (The two applications are different 

and both must be completed by deadline and before the PN application is 

processed).  (Added 7/2013) 

http://southcentral.edu/academic-policies/satisfactory-academic-progress-policy.html
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3. Students will be ranked according to the number of HESI points earned.  

In the event of a tie-breaker (i.e. students have same number of points), 

the following criteria will be used in the following order: 

 Nursing GPA 

 Cumulative College GPA   

 High School GPA 

 Date of Acceptance to SCC 

 

4. In the fall of 2013, initially, the PN application window was announced 

as one time and in February.  As of March 2014, for the academic year 

2014-2015, SCC will be accepting Practical Nursing applications twice a 

year, one for student placement in fall and one for spring semester 

starts.  This means there will be two PN application windows, January 

and June, opening on the first Monday of the month and closing the last 

Friday of the month.  This will be the same as the RN program. (Updated 

3/2014)  Applications, official college transcripts, or any other required 

documentation received after that date will not be considered. 

Incomplete applications will not be considered.   

5. As always, changes in application guidelines for future academic years 

can be made at the discretion of the Nursing Division and would be 

posted in future student handbooks. (Updated 3/2014) 

6. To apply to the Practical Nursing Program, students should use the 

following process:(Revised  7/2013) 

 Successfully complete the HESI computerized Nursing Admission Test 

 Complete and submit the online SCC application (if not already done 

so) 

 Print the “Practical Nursing Application” from the website. 

 Complete the application information and ensure that the program 

preparatory requirements are complete.  Required documentation, as 

outlined above and on the application, should be attached.  

Incomplete applications will not be accepted. 

 Comply with the policies set forth in the Practical Nursing Program 

Student Handbook. 

 Meet the minimum nursing GPA of 2.7 to make application as 

outlined above. 

 Attend an Application Preview Workshop if desired.  The workshop 

will be available at least once on both campuses.  
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7. If required preparatory course(s) are in progress at the time of 

application, acceptance to the Nursing Program will be provisional 

pending evidence of successful course completion.  If required 

preparatory course(s) are not successfully completed during the semester 

the student makes application, the student will forfeit a spot in the 

Nursing Program and will need to reapply at the next application 

window.  It is the student’s responsibility to inform the nursing program 

of their unsuccessful completion of any course.  

8. The Director of Nursing will notify the student in writing of acceptance or 

denial into the Nursing Program.  A specified number of qualified 

students, who are not admitted, will be placed on a waiting list and will 

be notified if an opening occurs.  Students on the wait list who are not 

admitted will need to reapply at the next application window. 

9. Students who subsequently violate a nursing policy after initial 

acceptance will forfeit their secured spot.  Students on the wait list who 

subsequently violate a nursing policy after placement on wait list will 

forfeit their spot on the wait list and will need to reapply at the next 

application window, if eligible.  

 

10. Students who voluntarily forfeit their spot will be required to reapply to 

the Nursing Program at a future.  

11. The Nursing Program reserves the right to request additional student 

information as needed by clinical sites without prior notice.  Failure to 

submit requested documentation may result in, but is not limited to, the 

inability to begin clinical, lack of electronic medical record access, etc. 

12. Only through the spring of 2014, students who are currently enrolled in 

the South Central College Practical Nursing Diploma program will have 

the option to complete the Associate of Applied Science Degree in 

Practical Nursing as follows: 

 Successfully complete the Practical Nursing diploma requirements for 

graduation. 

 Notify the Director of Nursing in a letter, signed and dated (no e-mail), 

requesting a major change to the AAS PN degree option. 

 Students will be notified by the Director of Nursing of acceptance into 

the AAS PN degree option by U.S. mail or South Central College 

email. (Added 1/2013)  The Director of Nursing or delegate will notify the 

Student Affairs Center to update the student major code. 
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 Students admitted into the AAS PN degree option are subject to the 

nursing handbook policies, including the course repeat policy and 

any appeal provisions in place. (Updated 2/2014) 

 

13. Students are encouraged to see their Nursing Advisor for academic 

planning.  

 

Promotion and Progression Policies 

Program Documentation 

 

Students enrolled in the Nursing Program will be required to provide initial program 

documentation as outlined in their acceptance letter.  SCC contractually must keep 

student documentation on file.  To introduce professionalism, it is the student’s 

responsibility to track expiration dates and submit items as required.  

Required program documentation is due the first FRIDAY of the semester.  Program 

documentation is to be submitted via the dropboxes provided in the D2L course: 

Nursing – DID U? site (formally known as Mandatory Meeting and Program 

Documentation).  No paper documentation will be accepted (with outlined exceptions 

for first semester students and background studies). (Revised 7/2013) No late 

documentation will be accepted in the D2L dropboxes.  Regardless of the reason or 

student situation, required program documentation will not be accepted after 2359 on 

the first FRIDAY of the semester.  Students will need to withdraw from their courses or 

receive an “F” for the course due to not meeting deadline.   

The nursing program does not release or make copies of program documentation for 

students once submitted. Students should make copies prior to submitting their 

documentation or should contact their clinic or provider for health and immunization 

information.   

For current core nursing students who have program documentation expiring during 

the semester, students will not be allowed to attend clinical if their program 

documentation is not up to date.  Students may be allowed to return to clinical when 

program documentation is updated, complete, and provided to faculty. (Clarified 12/2012) If 

the failure to turn in required program documentation results in a student missing 

multiple clinical days, the instructor will need to evaluate if the student could meet 

the course objectives in the time remaining.  If not, the student will need to withdraw 

from the course or receive an “F” for the clinical course. (Clarified 12/2012) 

 

The required program documentations (due Semester 1 in the PN program) are: 
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1. Completion of a “Student Health Record” and compliance with 

health policies at clinical facilities.  Students must meet the policy 

requirements of the clinical facilities to which they are assigned.  

Students who refuse to comply with the policy requirements of clinical 

facilities will not be allowed to complete the clinical experience at the 

clinical facility and may result in course failure.  Students that attend 

clinical without complying with health policies may receive an “F” for the 

course and will be required to immediately withdraw from the course.  

Students are required to complete the “Student Health Record”, which 

includes a short medical history and immunization status.  (Semester 1 

in the PN Program).  (Updated 2/2014) 

 Immunization information may be obtained from Minnesota 

Immunization Information Connection (MIIC), the Minnesota registry 

database. (Clarified 12/2012)  Immtrack is the local MIIC administrator and 

students can request immunization information by calling 1-800-658-

2877 or 1-507-304-4458. 

 Students are also required to provide evidence of immunity against 

rubella, rubeola, and mumps, Hepatitis B Vaccination, last tetanus 

vaccination, a history of chicken pox or titer, and the flu vaccine. 

(Semester 1 in the PN program). (Clarified 2/2014) 

 Students who decline the Hepatitis B vaccine series need to sign 

declination form on the student health record.  Students can refuse the 

Hepatitis B vaccine.  Students need to understand that because of the 

potential for occupational exposure to hazardous body fluids, the student 

is at risk for acquiring Hepatitis B.  Some clinical sites may not allow 

participating in clinical experiences at their clinical site without the 

Hepatitis B vaccination.  The Nursing Program does not guarantee an 

alternative facility placement.  If no facility placement is available, you 

may be exited from the Nursing Program. 

 At this time, every SCC nursing student and on-site faculty is required to 
have the annual flu vaccine. Documentation from a physician or 
provider, stating that the student is medically contraindicated from 
receiving such vaccine, is the only exception.  A note from an MD, 
chiropractor, NP or PA will not be acceptable simply because the 
individual is against having the vaccine. (Modified 1/2014) 

 Students are required to disclose limitations that may affect care of a 

patient at the clinical site with their clinical instructor.  These may 

include, but are not limited to, lifting restrictions, hearing or vision 

impairments, etc.  Clinical faculty may need to discuss these limitations 

with the Director of Nursing and possibly the clinical site. 
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2. A 2-step Mantoux is required on admission to the Nursing Program with 

a 1-step required for returning students.  Students entering the Nursing 

Program for the first time must have documentation of a 2-step Mantoux 

with the only exception being a positive Mantoux in the past.  A student 

returning to the Nursing Program after a break in studies (i.e. LPN 

returning to advance degree) is considered to be entering the program 

and must have documentation of a negative 2-step Mantoux.   

The student must include evidence of a negative Mantoux (yearly) OR a 

negative chest X-Ray.  Students who are either allergic to PPD or have 

had a positive Tuberculin Skin Test (TST), should have a baseline chest 

x-ray and only have a repeat chest x-ray should they develop symptoms 

of tuberculosis. (Clarified 12/2012) 

3. Evidence of current “Professional” Training in Cardiopulmonary 

Resuscitation (CPR) for all ages (newborn through adult); including 

2-rescuer scenarios, foreign-body airway obstruction and the use of 

an automated external defibrillator.  It is the student’s responsibility 

to obtain and maintain current certification.  Students will not be 

allowed to participate in clinical activities without current certification in 

CPR.  It is the student’s responsibility to present documentation of 

current certification to the Nursing Program.  All updates to program 

documentation must be submitted via D2L Dropbox in the Nursing DID 

U? site. (Updated 7/2013)  Faculty must be notified of updates being 

submitted to the appropriate dropbox. (Updated 12/2012) 

4. Nursing malpractice liability insurance.  Liability insurance is required 

for all nursing students and is paid through student fees attached to 

NURS clinical courses and covers the academic school year. 

5. Authorization for the release of student information.  Clinical sites 

require SCC to release student information which is classified as private 

under Minnesota Statute 13.32 & the Federal Family Educational Rights 

& Privacy Act (FERPA).  By signing the authorization, SCC will be able to 

release student information to the clinical site.  Students are not legally 

obligated to provide this information; however, a clinical site may not 

permit the student to participate in clinical training without the 

information.  The Nursing Program does not guarantee an alternative 

facility placement.  If no facility placement is available, you may be exited 

from the Nursing Program. 

6. Background Study.  Minnesota law requires that all persons who 

provide services that involve direct contact with patients and residents at 

a health care facility be subject to a background study.  A student who is 
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disqualified from having direct patient contact as a result of the 

background study will not be permitted to participate in a clinical 

placement in a health care facility and will not be allowed to continue in 

the nursing program.  Starting February 2013, students who have a 

disqualification that the Minnesota Department of Health Commissioner 

has set aside will not be allowed to apply to or continue in the nursing 

program.  (Updated 1/2013) Background study fees are attached to the first 

and third semester clinical.  

7. Evidence of passing the on-line course completion of HIPAA (Health 

Information Portability and Accountability Act) training.  Students 

are required to submit evidence of successful completion of the on-line 

HIPAA training once a year to the Nursing Program. (Revised 7/2013) 

8. Reasonable Accommodations Form.  Students are required to read, 

date, print name and sign form.   

9. Health Insurance Coverage.  South Central College Nursing Programs 

do not require health insurance coverage.  We strongly encourage 

students to maintain health insurance during their college experience.  

Any health care costs incurred during the period of time a student is in 

the Nursing Program is the responsibility of the student.  Student 

insurance is available for purchase through MnSCU.  Applications are 

available in the Student Affairs Center. 

10. On-line Orientation Completion Certificate.  Students are required to 

listen and watch the on-line orientation PowerPoint provided at the 

beginning of the semester.  The certificate available at the end of the 

PowerPoint is required of all students to be submitted via the provided 

dropbox in D2L.  (Added 7/2013) 

11. HESI Testing.  Students are required each semester to pay for their 

HESI Testing through the bookstore.  The receipt must be downloaded 

into the DIDU? site Dropbox in D2L.  This purchase must be made each 

semester.  (clarified 2/2014) 

12. Signed Handbook Changes.  Each student must acknowledge they have 

reviewed the handbook changes following the announcement in D2L in 

the DID U? site.  (clarified 2/2014) 

13. Orientation requirements.  Each student must complete the orientation 

packet required for their clinical assignment.  This means if you are 

assigned to Allina, you must complete the Allina orientation.  If you are 

not assigned to an Allina facility, you do not need to complete this 

orientation.  (clarified 2/2014) 
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Progression between Semesters 

1. The core nursing courses and general education courses are divided into 

semesters.  Courses are sequentially arranged in the curriculum and the 

student must successfully complete the required nursing and general 

education courses of each semester as listed on the program guide before 

progressing to the next semester’s core nursing classes.  See the 

Practical Nursing Program Guides (Appendix A).   

2. To continue progression in the nursing curriculum, a grade of “C” or 

better is required in each nursing and general education course required 

by the Nursing Program.     

3. Unsatisfactory completion of one or two nursing courses in a semester 

requires the student to go through the resequencing process, including, 

setting up a meeting with the Director of Nursing.  It is the student’s 

responsibility to meet with their advisor and review the resequencing 

process.  No student will be allowed to register for a failed nursing course 

without going through the resequencing process.  Students with a course 

repeat violation should refer to “Appeal to the Nursing Program: Course 

Repeat Violation” under General Policies in the Nursing Handbook for 

further information. (Clarified 7/2013) 

 The student must complete and review the Resequencing Form and 

Resequencing Learning Plan with their advisor.  These forms can be 

found on the Nursing home page under Nursing Documentation 
(Clarifies 2/2014). 

 The student must then meet with the Director of Nursing. The 

Director of Nursing and the Resequencing Committee will decide if 

acceptance is granted to continue progression.  Space must be 

available in order to allow resequencing.  (Clarified 2/2014). 

 Unsuccessful completion of a lab course will stop a student from 

progressing into the clinical rotation of same semester. Re-sequencing 

of students into a lab course and clinical following an unsuccessful 

attempt in the lab course is contingent on the Resequencing 

Committee’s decision and available space both in the clinical section 

and the lab course. (Updated 2.2014) 

 

4. Students who are unsuccessful in a clinical course will have no 

guarantee of re-sequencing into a clinical rotation in the following 

semester.  Re-sequencing of students into clinical following an 

unsuccessful attempt is contingent on the timing of resequencing 

application and available space.  The Director of Nursing and the 

Resequencing Committee will decide if the student is able to re-join a 

file:///C:/Users/michele.brielmaier/Desktop/Resequencing%20Form.pdf
file:///C:/Users/michele.brielmaier/Desktop/Resequencing%20Learning%20Plan.pdf


32 

 

clinical rotation.  Decisions will not be made until the end of the 

semester.  (Added 2/2014) 

 Deadlines for resequencing will be the first Monday in December 

and the first Monday in May for resequencing the following 

semester. 

 Resequencing will be based on the following order: 

o Withdrawal by mid-semester (Friday at noon of week 8) with 
C average or above. (If more than one student at this 
criteria, will go by highest grade in class to be resequenced) 

o Withdrawal by mid semester (Friday at noon of week 8) with 
a failing grade. 

o Withdrawal before last drop date with failing grade. 
o Any failing student wishing resequencing. 

 

5. Unsatisfactory completion of two or more than two nursing courses in a 

semester (Updated 12/2012)  will require the student to submit an appeal to the 

nursing program (unless student has previously appealed).  See “Appeal to 

the Nursing Program: Course Repeat Violation” under General Policies in the 

Nursing Handbook for further information.  An appeal approved must be 

received before resequencing will be considered.   

6. Students who have already made appeal to the nursing program will be held 

to the conditions set forth in the Appeal acceptance letter sent by the 

Director of Nursing. 

 

7. Students must maintain a minimum GPA of 2.0 in order to progress to the 

next semester of core nursing courses and be in good academic standing 

with the college.  Core nursing students who are not in good academic 

standing with the college must follow the process outlined in the 

Satisfactory Academic Progress Policy.  Program progression and completion 

may be affected by this process.  

8. It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of his/her grade status at all 

times.  Evaluation of student performance and progress in the Nursing 

Program is a responsibility shared between students and faculty.  Faculty 

will assume responsibility for formative evaluation on a day-to-day basis as 

needed and for summative evaluation of students at midterm and at the 

completion of nursing courses. 

9. Incomplete grades will only be given in compliance with SCC College policy.  

See Incomplete Grade policy for more information. The decision to allow a 

student to progress in the nursing curriculum with an “I” (incomplete course 

grade) will be made by faculty and the Director of Nursing. 

http://southcentral.edu/academic-policies/satisfactory-academic-progress-policy.html
http://southcentral.edu/academic-policies/incomplete-policy.html
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Program & End of Program Testing 

Course fees cover the cost of general testing.  Course fees will be assigned to theory 

courses.  (Clarified 12/2012)  Students are required to participate in program and end-of-

program testing.  The Practical Nursing Program has specialty tests will be given 

throughout the program.  These tests are valuable to students as they provide 

students with information on the mastery of information required for practice.  These 

tests will be scheduled by faculty and must be administered via computer to the entire 

group.  Students are required to pay for these tests at the beginning of each semester 

through the bookstore.  (Clarified 12/2012)  Points may be assigned to these tests.  For the 

specialty tests, if a student is unable to attend the scheduled testing date, for 

whatever reason, the testing opportunity will be forfeited and student costs incurred 

with this particular test will be forfeited. If a student is resequenced or takes longer 

than one year to complete their studies, past payment for specialty testing is not 

carried over.  The student will incur all costs affiliated with specialty and/or end of 

program testing for the returning semester.  (Added 12/2012) 

During the final semester of the Practical Nursing program, students will be tested 

using a standardized, comprehensive test designed to measure student knowledge and 

skill.  The student is responsible for the cost of this exam (paid via course fees).  The 

faculty will choose the exam used and students will be informed of the testing date.  

End-of- program testing may be given outside of normal class time, and are 

administered via computer to the entire class.  Individual test times are not allowed.  

This test is a valuable tool for students to identify areas of strength and areas for 

remedial study as student’s transition into practice.  (Updated1/2012) 

The HESI Exit exam is given twice with independent remediation required between the 

exams.  Remediation provisions are available on the HESI website. There will only be 

one testing date for both of the exams.   

Academic Dishonesty 

Academic dishonesty includes misconduct associated with the classroom, laboratory 

or clinical learning process.  Some examples of academic misconduct are cheating and 

plagiarism.  Students should refer to SCC Academic Dishonesty Policy for definitions 

and sanctions related to academic dishonesty. (Updated 7/2013) 

Students need to be aware that cheating and plagiarism are considered Academic 

Dishonesty and are not acceptable behavior in the Nursing Program. (Clarified 12/2012)  An 

individual’s academic conduct may be seen as a reflection of ethical standards and 

professionalism.  Ethical and professional behaviors expected of nursing students 

while in the Nursing Program mirror expectations of graduates and practicing nurses. 

Academic Status (Satisfactory Academic Progress or SAP): 

http://www.southcentral.edu/academic-policies/academic-dishonesty.html
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Students placed on an academic warning, suspension, or probation by the college will 

automatically forfeit their secured placement in the Nursing Program.  These students 

will need to meet with the Director of Nursing regarding their academic plan.  

Students are subject to the Satisfactory Academic Progress Policy.  

1. A student, who demonstrates SAP during their semester of academic 

warning, may request reinstatement to the Nursing Program.  If the 

student does not request reinstatement into the Nursing Program in the 

defined time frames, the student will need to make re-application to the 

Nursing Program at the next application window. (Updated, 7/2013). 

1. A student who fails to demonstrate SAP during their semester of 

academic warning will be exited from the Nursing Program and is subject 

to the penalties outlined in the Satisfactory Academic Progress Policy. 

(Updated, 7/2013). 

 

Program Exit and Re-Entry Policies 

Student Withdrawal from Nursing Program 

1. Students withdrawing from all nursing courses prior to the end of the 

semester must withdraw online thru their personal E-services account or 

an “F” will be recorded for each course in which the student is enrolled. 

(Updated 7/2013). 

2. Students must notify each faculty member from each course that they 

intend to withdraw from. 

3. Students must contact the Director of Nursing to schedule a meeting 

time. 

4. Students need to submit a dated, signed letter stating their intent to 

withdraw from the Nursing Program to the Director of Nursing.  This 

documentation will be placed in the student’s nursing file. 

5. Students who withdraw from the program have up to one year from the 

date on their letter indicating program withdrawal to submit a written 

request for reinstatement into the Nursing Program.  Students must 

meet the resequencing deadlines if they wish to rejoin the program.  A 

student asking for reinstatement (also known as resequencing) is not 

guaranteed resequencing. (Clarified 7/2013)  Students who do not make a 

request for reinstatement within one year will need to make reapplication 

to the Nursing Program.  See “Re-Application to the Nursing Program”, 

http://southcentral.edu/academic-policies/satisfactory-academic-progress-policy.html
http://southcentral.edu/academic-policies/satisfactory-academic-progress-policy.html
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found below. (Updated 12/2102) As is in resequencing due to course failure, 

it is the student’s responsibility, following withdrawal, to initiate the 

resequencing process. (Added 7/2013) 

6. A student desiring reinstatement, who is in violation of the Nursing 

Programs course repeat policies, must first submit an appeal.  See 

“Appeal to Nursing Program:  Course Repeat Violation” under General 

Policiesof the nursing handbook.  If appeal is accepted, the student may 

pursue reinstatement. 

7. Requests for reinstatement will be considered in the order in which they 

are received, Reinstatement is a privilege, not a right, with the 

acceptance or denial based on the Resequencing Committee’s decision 

and space availability (clarified 2/2014) 

8. The Nursing Program will attempt to re-sequence student within one year 

or 2 semesters, without guarantee.  If the program is unable to re-

sequence the student into a clinical group in one year, the student will 

be exited from the program and will need to make re-application to the 

program. 

9. Students who are successfully re-sequenced with a clinical group must 

demonstrate full program completion in 3 years from the initial withdraw 

date.  If a student is unable to complete the program as specified, they 

will be exited from the program. 

 

Core Nursing Courses 

At the beginning of each course, each student will receive a course syllabus and a 

classroom or clinical schedule.  Individual units, modules, and/or lessons are 

distributed by the instructor responsible for the unit of learning.  Required textbooks 

are purchased from the SCC Bookstore. 

Attendance 

Regular attendance and punctuality in the classroom, skills/simulation laboratory, 

and clinical setting are expected.   For additional information, see “Clinical Absences”, 

found below. 

 

 

Guidelines for Written Work 

Care, precision and skill in written documentation are important to nursing.  

Therefore, penalties may be imposed subject to faculty discretion for inaccuracies in 
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spelling, punctuation, grammar, sentence structure, poor logic, lack of clarity, 

citation/references and incorrect information on written assignments and tests. 

Written papers must be typed on standard size paper.  Certain assignments may be 

completed on forms provided by faculty as part of a course (i.e. clinical paperwork).  

When an assignment is completed on a form, it must be legible, neat, and easy to read 

and by the instructor. 

Students are advised to make copies of their written work prior to submitting the work 

to the instructor.  The faculty take precautions to guard against possible loss or 

misplacement of student assignments.  However, the Nursing Program cannot 

absolutely guarantee against the possibility of loss.  In the event of loss, the burden of 

proof is on the student, and the student should supply a photocopy of the missing 

assignment without delay.  If the student fails to produce a copy, the assignment is 

judged as “late” It is an expectation that assignments will be turned in at a time 

designated by the faculty.  Assignments submitted late are subject to penalty as 

outlined in the course syllabus. 

Ethics  

Nursing is a human service profession, and as a human service professional, the 

nurse has ethical and moral responsibilities. Ethical behavior is expected of nursing 

students.  Students are encouraged to visit http://nursingworld.org to view the Code 

of Ethics for nurses.  This code should guide nursing actions and to provide standards 

of ethical behavior.   

Core Nursing students must follow ethical and professional standards of nursing 

practice as a student at South Central College.  Behaviors which endanger, intimidate, 

or are disrespectful, including, but is not limited to patient, family, clinical site staff, 

college staff & administrators, other students, or faculty, either physically or 

psychologically, are not professional behaviors.  A student who conducts themselves in 

an unprofessional manner with verbal, non-verbal or written communication, either at 

the clinical site or on the college campus, will be subject to the complaint procedure as 

outlined in the SCC Programs of Study and Handbook and may be failed from the 

clinical course.  Students who have a complaint filed against them with a college Dean 

regarding a code of student conduct violation, which is supported by the Dean in 

accordance with SCC Student Code of Conduct policy, will mean the immediate 

removal of the student from the nursing program.  If appeals are exhausted through 

SCC policy, and the violation is supported, students in the pre-nursing or nursing 

majors will be removed from any future eligibility for progression or admission to the 

nursing program.  The decision made through the conduct process is final.   

 

Substance Use and Abuse 

The Nursing Program has zero-tolerance for the use, possession, manufacture, or 

distribution of alcoholic beverages, narcotics or other controlled substances while the 

http://nursingworld.org/
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student is on college property, at a college sponsored or supervised activity, or in any 

site utilized for academic learning (except as expressly permitted by law).  If a nursing 

faculty member or administrator has reasonable suspicion of such use, the faculty or 

administrator may request or require the student to undergo immediate drug and 

alcohol testing.  Such testing will be at the expense of the student and will carry no 

liability for the faculty member, administrator or college.   

In the instance of reasonable suspicion, the student will be immediately dismissed 

from the college activity.  If the result of such testing is negative for drugs or alcohol, 

the student will be allowed to return to future learning activities and no punitive 

action will be taken.  If the result of such testing is positive for drugs or alcohol or if 

the student refused testing, the faculty member or administrator will complete a code 

of conduct complaint and submit it to the Dean.  Students will be unable to attend 

clinical or clinical related activities until the Dean makes a written decision based on 

information at the informal hearing.  See SCC Programs of Study & Handbook, 

Student Code of Conduct for further information. 

At times, students may be taking prescription drugs that may impair the ability to 

provide safe patient care during clinical experiences.  Prescribed pain medication is a 

perfect example of this.  The zero-tolerance policy of substance use and abuse remains 

the rule, without exception.  (Updated 12/2012)  Students should use good professional 

judgment and will be responsible for their actions.  Faculty can require that a student 

leave clinical if the student’s performance is impaired in any way.  Should a student 

be asked to leave clinical, this would be considered an absence for the day and 

additional consequences could apply if patient safety was jeopardized. 

Unsafe Student Conduct 

If a student’s clinical practice and/or behavior is determined to be unsafe, dangerous, 

or potentially dangerous to patients or others will be dismissed from the Nursing 

Program. A major aspect of student learning in the Nursing Program occurs in clinical 

sites with direct student/patient contact.  While in clinical courses, students are 

acquiring knowledge and cognitive and psychomotor skills.  In addition, they are 

developing judgment.  Students are expected to perform at the level identified in the 

curricular level objectives.  Safety is a critical component of each clinical course. 

Faculty members and administration at South Central College have a responsibility to 

patients, the public, and the staff of clinical sites to protect them from unnecessary 

exposure to dangerous situations.  The right of patients and the public to safety is 

paramount and supersedes students’ learning and skill acquisition needs.  The NLN 

Education Competencies (2010) lists quality and safety as an integrating concept in 

nursing.  This concept requires that there be “accountability for patient safety across 

all health settings”.  Nursing faculty and the Director of Nursing have an independent 

obligation to protect the public as nurses and as faculty members. 



38 

 

Unsatisfactory clinical performance by students is not necessarily dangerous requiring 

immediate faculty intervention to protect patients or others.  Unsafe behavior, 

however, is always unsatisfactory and requires immediate intervention to protect 

patients and the public from unnecessary exposure to dangerous or potentially 

dangerous, situations.  Examples of unsafe behavior, but not limited to, include: 

1. Medication errors (dose calculation, administering, ordering, or patient 
identification) that could result in serious injury or death. 

2. Performing any procedure or administering any medication without 
direct faculty supervision after specific instruction by the clinical faculty 
member. 

3. Exhibited breach of integrity and honesty (for example, any evidence of 
false documentation, lying, student behavior that jeopardizes patient 
safety). 

4. Clinical performance that requires an excessive amount of supervision 
which interferes with the instructor’s ability to adequately supervise 
other students in the clinical group. 

5. Failure to anticipate or provide for patient safety. 
6. Failure or omission of end of shift report and/or leaving the unit during a 

shift without providing a patient report. 
 
 
Confidentiality & Patient Privacy 

Students are required to protect the confidentiality and privacy of any information 

related to the provision of care that can be linked to a patient.  Nurses, and thus 

students, have an ethical responsibility to strive to protect the rights of patients, with 

the right to privacy and confidentiality for patient specific information being essential. 

In addition to professional standards, each health care facility will have policies in 

place to protect and respect patient privacy and confidentiality.  The Health Insurance 

Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) rule protects individually identifiable health 

information at a clinical site, in any form.  The HIPAA privacy rule is not intended to 

impede work and the rule does permit certain incidental uses and disclosures of 

protected health information to occur when reasonable safeguards and the minimum 

necessary policies and procedures are in place.  Students are considered “workforce 

members” and must be trained on HIPAA rules, which includes maintaining patient 

privacy and confidentiality.  The Minnesota Nurse Practice Act (148.261), states 

“Revealing a privileged communication from or relating to a patient except when 

otherwise required or permitted by law” as grounds for disciplinary action.  Students 

are only allowed to access the medical records of the patients for which they are 

providing care. 

SCC nursing students have access to a great deal of private and confidential medical 

information at clinical sites, both in electronic form and on paper.  Students are 

expected to protect confidential, private, and protected patient information related to 

the provision of care.  Students who violate patient privacy and confidentiality, with or 
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without a HIPAA violation, will be removed from the program and will not be allowed to 

pursue nursing at South Central College. 

Social Media (Updated 1/2012) 

Students are responsible for the content placed in blogs, wikis, social networks, forum 

boards, or any other user-generated media.  Social media platforms are defined as 

technology tools and on-line spaces for sharing and integrating user generated content 

to engage in conversations and allow students to participate in content and 

community creation.  Examples include, but are not limited to, Facebook, Twitter, 

LinkedIn and YouTube.  Students should remember that content placed on these sites 

is immediately searchable and can be instantly shared.  Information placed on these 

sites leaves the student’s control and may be traced back to the student for an 

unknown period of time. 

The use of social media platforms has created emerging issues for nursing.  While 

these are popular and have many benefits for nursing, there are potential issues for 

patient confidentiality and professional boundaries that could jeopardize a student’s 

future career in nursing, including employment opportunities, if not used with 

thoughtful care. 

Below are suggestions to help guide the use of social media platforms: 

1. Be aware of patient confidentiality and HIPAA rules when posting 

comments.  Students will be held responsible for failing to protect the 

patient’s privacy and maintaining confidentiality of patient information. 

2. Respect your audience, your fellow students or work colleagues.  SCC is 

a college with students and faculty having a diverse set of customs, 

values, and views.  Be yourself, yet be respectful of others and their 

views.  Avoid topics that are private or which may be objectionable or 

inflammatory.   

3. Be thoughtful about how you present yourself.  Students are preparing 

for a career which serves the public good.  Future employers will hold 

students to a high standard of behavior.  Be sure that the content posted 

is connected to your name be consistent with your professional goals. 

 
A clinical facility has the right to refuse to allow a student at a clinical site.   If a 

student is not allowed at a clinical site, South Central College does not guarantee an 

alternative clinical placement; progression and completion of the nursing program may 

be affected.   

Clinical Registration (Added 1/2012) 

Registration for clinical courses will be locked six (6) weeks after registration begins.  

Students will be unable to switch clinical sections unless under the direction of the 
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Director of Nursing or the Registrar’s office. When registering for clinicals, all students 

must recognize and accept travel responsibilities in order to reach clinical sites, 

including traveling to non-campus specific locales. (Added 7/2013) 

 

 

Grading Scale for Nursing Courses 
 

Students must have a grade of “C” or better in their nursing courses.  See Promotion 

and Progression Policies # 2 & #3.  Each course syllabus outlines requirements for 

successful completion of the course.  The grading scale for nursing courses is as 

follows: 
94-100% = A 

87-93% = B 

80-86% = C 

 
Grading Expectations for Theory/Lab/Simulated Courses 

1. Nursing theory course exams and comprehensive final must equal 80% 
or greater to successfully complete the course. 

2. Total scores with a decimal or fractioned number will not result in a 
“rounded up” grade.  Borderline grades will not be adjusted.  Students 
will receive the grade earned in the course.   

3. In order to receive any extra and/or bonus points offered in a class, the 
percentage of the total points earned must allow the student to 
successfully pass the course, without the addition of the extra points 
(Added 2/2014) 

4. Performance Evaluation in a Skills/Lab Course: 

 Achievement of 80% or more for each performance evaluation is required 

to pass the course and advance in the nursing program.  Additionally, all 

critical steps must be safely and effectively demonstrated.  If a student 

fails the first skill attempt, a Student Learning Contract will be developed 

collaboratively between the faculty and student.  This plan must be 

completed prior to retesting.   

 Retests may be scheduled outside of regular class time.  The lower of the 

two scores will be recorded for the student’s grade with comments of the 

two achieved scores in the gradebook comment section along with a 

learning plan that requires remediation. (added, 3/2014) Only (1) retest will 

be allowed per skill performance. (Added 8/2012) If retest is failed, the 

student fails the course. (Added 7/2013) 
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5. When a classroom absence occurs, the student is held responsible for 
the content addressed.  It is the student’s responsibility to contact the 
instructor for any special make-up or assignments. 

6. Late Papers/Assignments: 

 Points on all written assignments may be deducted for each calendar day 
the paper/assignment is late (weekends included).  See course syllabus 
for details. 

 For classroom and course expectations, students should refer to the 
course syllabus for specific instructions. 

7.  Late Exam Policy: 

 Students are expected to take exams at the scheduled time. 

 If unable to take the test at the scheduled time, students must call or e-
mail their instructor prior to the exam to report their absence.  If using e-
mail, the e-mail should be sent at least 1 hour prior to the start of class 
to allow for faculty viewing/receiving information. 

 An alternative version make-up exam may be given at the discretion of 
the faculty. Refer to course syllabus for specific instructions. (Clarified 

7/2013) 

 If a make-up exam is given, five percent (5%) of the total possible exam 
points will automatically be deducted. 

 Make up exams will be given on dates determined by faculty.  (Clarified 

7/2013) 

 Failure to take the exam at the next scheduled make-up time may result 
in a zero (0) for the exam. 

 On rare occasions, exams may be taken early, with faculty approval, 
based on faculty availability.  Points will not be deducted on exams taken 
early. 

 
Grading Expectations for Clinical Courses 

The clinical grade is a combination of actual performance in the clinical setting and 
assignments associated with the clinical experience. 

1.  Clinical Performance: 

 Clinical course criteria are established by faculty and are in the course 
syllabus. 

 Students must meet or exceed the minimum performance standards 
established in the evaluation tool to achieve a passing grade in the 
clinical course. 
A satisfactory performance must be attained at the end of each clinical 
rotation to enable the student to progress in the Nursing Program. 

 Lifting restrictions or other limitations may prevent a student from 
continuing in the clinical course if it is determined that the course 
objectives cannot be met with the given restrictions.  Students must meet 
with the Director of Nursing to address any restrictions as soon as the 
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student is aware of the limitations.  Students are required to have a note 
from a licensed provider outlining the limitations/restrictions, which will 
be placed in their nursing student file.  Students continuing in clinical 
with restrictions are responsible to ensure that they follow the 
recommendations of their health care provider. 

2.  Clinical Absences 

 If a student is absent from clinical orientation, the student is required to 

withdraw from the course.  Clinical orientation cannot be made up. 

Stepping out of clinical due to a clinical orientation absence is not 

considered a fail.  It would not trigger an appeal process.  It would trigger 

the need for the resequencing process. This needs to be initiated by the 

student.  (Added 7/2013) 

 Students are expected to attend all scheduled clinical hours. 

 Students are expected to notify the responsible faculty member in case of 

absence.  If a clinical absence is necessary, the clinical instructor is to be 

notified in advance of the scheduled clinical experience.  A student may 

be cited for unsatisfactory behavior if absent/tardy without contacting 

their faculty member.  Students are to contact their clinical faculty 

member as outlined in the course syllabus.  A student may not leave a 

clinical unit/facility without contacting their instructor and informing 

them of the need to leave and obtaining their consent. 

 If a student is unable to be at an assigned clinical unit, that unit must 
be notified of the absence at least one hour in advance.  Students should 
properly identify themselves and note the name of the staff that took the 
message. 

 Failure to attend scheduled clinical hours requires a meeting with the 
clinical instructor, who in consultation with the Director of Nursing will 
determine the ability of the student to progress in the clinical course. 

 Successful completion of the clinical course is determined by the 
students’ ability to demonstrate competency in the objectives and 
nursing abilities associated with the clinical course. 

 Clinical make-ups (due to weather or unavailability of instructor) a 
substitute project may be assigned as a replacement to the missed 
clinical day.  The alternative assignment will be determined by the 
instructor and will meet specific objectives, required critical thinking, 
and have an assigned rubric for grading consistency. (Clarified 7/2013) 

 

Medication Administration Math Competency 

Math administration math competency and the ability to apply mathematical concepts 
appropriately and consistently in the patient setting is of vital importance in 
nursing.  The primary purpose of administering medications is to improve therapeutic 
outcomes and quality of life for patients.  Failure to accurately calculate and 
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administer the right dose of a patient’s medication may lead to serious and life-
threatening consequences, not to mention potential disciplinary and legal 
ramifications for the nurse.  
In order to ensure that students are adequately prepared to administer medication 

safely, math content will be incorporated throughout the curriculum. Faculty will work 

with students each semester on math concepts, providing opportunities for instruction 

and learning.  Course content includes medication administration and dosage 

calculations. 

Students must achieve a score of 90% on the medication administration math test 

that is associated with a course or clinical expectation.  Students who do not achieve a 

score of 90% on the first test will have 2 weeks to remediate and take the second and 

final test. A score of 90% must be achieved or the student will fail the course. 

Students may have the option to withdraw.  Students who do not withdraw from the 

course will receive a course grade of “F” and will be subject to the repeat policy of the 

Nursing Program.  

Retests may be scheduled outside of regular class.  The lower of the two scores will be 

recorded for the student’s grade with comments of the two achieved scores in the 

gradebook comment section along with a learning plan that includes required 

remediation and a strong recommendation of utilizing the math tutoring services. 

Students may be required to show proof of math tutoring as part of the remediation if 

deemed necessary by the individual instructor. (updated, 3/2014) 

 

NURS 1275 

1. Course content includes medication administration and dosage 
calculations. 

2. Students must successfully complete course in order to progress into the 
clinical course (NURS 1150). 

3. Students will be given a math comprehension & retention assessment 
during NURS 1275. 

4. Students who do not achieve a score of 90% on the assessment will be 
required to have a remediation plan in place and re-take a second math 
assessment during weeks 3-6.  Date will be determined by instructor. 

5. A score of 90% must be achieved on the second assessment or the 
student will fail the course (students may have the option to withdraw) 
and the student will need to withdraw from NURS 1150.  Students who 
do not withdraw from the courses will receive a course grade of “F”.  The 
student will be subject to the repeat policy of the Nursing Program. (added 

2/2014) 
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NURS 1350 

1. Course content includes math competence and safe medication 
administration in the clinical setting, intervention, and critical thinking. 

2. Students will be given a math comprehension & retention assessment at 
the beginning of the semester, to identify knowledge gaps prior to 
beginning the clinical. 

3. Students who do not achieve a score of 90% on the assessment will be 
required to have a remediation plan in place and re-take a second math 
assessment during week 2-6. 

4. A score of 90% must be achieved on the second assessment or the 
student will fail the course (students may have the option to withdraw) 
and the student will need to withdraw from NURS 1350.  Students who 
do not withdraw from the courses will receive a course grade of “F” and 
will be subject to the repeat policy of the Nursing Program. 

 

References:   

Walsh, K. (2008). The relationship among mathematics anxiety, beliefs about mathematics, mathematics 

self-efficacy, and mathematics performance in Associate Degree nursing students.Nursing Education 

Perspectives, 29 (4).  

Basic Math Competency Policy. (2009). University of Massachusetts Lowell, School of Health and 

Environment, Department of Nursing. 

 

Due Process 

The Nursing Program follows the academic policies as outlined in the SCC Complaint 
Grievance Policy and believes that student issues or concerns should be heard.  
Students are encouraged to talk with their instructor to resolve any classroom or 
specific course issues.  If the student does not feel as though the concern has been 
heard or acknowledged and additional follow up is desired, the student must complete 
the Situation/Solution form.  The form should be submitted to the DON’s office and an 
appointment made with the DON. The form can be found under Nursing 
Documents/Nursing Forms in the SCC Majors & Program and under Content in the 
SCC D2L Nursing Advising Lounge.  (Updated 7/2013) 

 

Student Clinical Responsibilities & Requirements 

A major focus of any nursing activity is patient/client safety.  Nursing students are 

legally responsible for their own acts, commission and/or omission.  The nursing 

faculty is responsible for appropriate delegation to students in the clinical area.  

Students must adhere to the responsibilities delineated below or they will receive an 

unsatisfactory performance evaluation for the clinical experience. 

http://www.southcentral.edu/academic-policies/complaintgrievance-policy.html
http://www.southcentral.edu/academic-policies/complaintgrievance-policy.html
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1. Register for appropriate clinical section and attend the chosen section. 

NOTE: Registration for clinical courses will be locked six (6) weeks after 

registration begins.  (Updated 12/21012) 

2. Provide up to date program documentation, as outlined in “Promotion 

and Progression Policies, #1” of the Nursing Handbook.   

3. Maintain confidentiality of patient information.  See “Confidentiality and 

Patient Privacy” under Core Nursing Courses for more information.   

4. Prior to the clinical experience, if required, the student should go to the 

clinical site wearing a lab coat or uniform with an SCC nursing nametag 

to obtain the following:  

 Assignment, client diagnosis, signs and symptoms related to 

diagnosis 

 Diet, activity level of client, scheduled diagnostics, and prescribed 

therapy 

 Medications (action, dosage, side-effects, time and method of 

administration and interaction of those medications to be given) 

 Special precautions for client 

 Special needs of client 

 Delegated nursing interventions (e.g. procedures and treatments) 

 When to safely correct or restart a nursing intervention 

 

5. If a student cannot provide evidence of the above preparation, they may 

be sent home at the discretion of the faculty member.  Students sent 

home will lose the opportunity for weekly points.  

6. Arrive on time, in appropriate uniform, and ready for clinical experience. 

7. Arrives at clinical “professionally ready”, in a state of psychological and 

physical health, which is non-threatening to the clients and/or others.  

Students must be in a state of wakefulness throughout all clinical 

experiences. 

8. Notifies the instructor when ill, late, or unable to come in for a clinical 

experience.  See “Clinical Absences” under Core Nursing Courses. 

9. Assumes legal responsibilities for providing safe care (i.e. maintains 

asepsis, administers medications safely, uses side rails and restraints 

appropriately, reports medication errors). 
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10. Uses effective communication in all interactions, including verbal, 

written and non-verbal, accurately and appropriately interacts with 

peers, nursing staff, support staff and instructor.  Uses therapeutic 

communication skills when communicating with clients and families.   

11. Student will notify the instructor if they are employed at a clinical sites 

utilized by the program. 

12. Adheres to the “Dress & Grooming Code” found in the Nursing 

Handbook. 

13. Books or purses are not to be brought into the clinical stations.  These 

should be stored in lockers provided or specific areas designated by the 

clinical instructor if available or in the student’s vehicle.  

14. Students are responsible for their own transportation to the different 

clinical sites.  Students should have a pre-arranged back-up 

transportation system.  Students must adhere to parking guidelines of 

the clinical site.(updated 2/ 2014)   

15. No personal calls shall be taken at the clinical facility, except in case of 

emergency. 

16. Students may not carry cell phones during the clinical experience. 

17. Students may not make personal visits to hospitalized friends, relatives, 

etc. during the clinical experience. 

18. Students may not leave the clinical facility during the clinical hours 

without the specific knowledge and consent of the instructor. 

 

Dress & Grooming Code 

Nursing students are assuming new roles and responsibilities.  Student’s public 

presentation (i.e. uniform, make-up, hair style, facial expressions, demeanor) projects 

an image to patients, families and colleagues.  Nursing students need a positive and 

professional image to gain the respect, power and authority they deserve.  Image 

speaks before people can get acquainted or determine the level of expertise of 

individual students.  A poor image is hard to change.  Student appearance reflects on 

the SCC Nursing Program and influences our college’s reputation and image.  Faculty 

retain the right to identify student attire or appearance as inappropriate 



47 

 

When you go into the nursing arena, you are being observed by clients, families, 

nurses, administrators, other health professionals and physicians.  Students are 

required to dress and be groomed as outlined:  

1. A complete uniform must be worn which consists of a navy colored scrub 

top with charcoal (medium) grey straight legged,, cotton/polyester pants 

or skirt.  A plain white, crew-necked or turtle-necked shirt may be worn 

under the scrub top.  No strapless, open back, sheer, or low cut tops 

allowed.  Uniforms must be modest, neat, clean and professional looking.  

(Updated 12/2012) See D2L DID U? site for approved manufactures and 

names of gray colors.  (Added 7/2013) 

2. Shoes for clinical must be standard white nursing shoes or leather 

athletic shoes with clean laces.  No canvas or webbed shoes, sandals, or 

open back shoes.  Color trim on shoes worn for clinical must be minimal.  
(Added 7/2013) 

3. White stocking/hose must be worn with shoes (no ruffles, lace or other 

decorations are allowed on stockings). 

4. Underwear needs to be skin tone or white with no visible patterns or 

colors showing through the pant fabric.  No colored, printed, bikini, or 

thong undergarments may be worn.  

5. A white or navy blue lab coat/jacket with an SCC nursing patch on the 

left sleeve may be worn with the uniform while giving direct patient care.  
(Clarified12/2012) 

6. Uniform pants need to be hemmed a minimum of one inch off the floor to 

stay compliant with infection prevention. (Added 7/2013). 

7. Alterations to the basic student uniform may be permitted, allowing 

students to comply with cultural and religious dress codes.  

 The Hijab headdress is the most commonly asked about alteration 

in uniform.  Acceptable details include black, white, grey or navy 

for color, the shorter version without adornments or tassels. 

 A request to alter the dress and grooming code must be done two 

weeks prior to the clinical start date. The request must meet 

infection prevention standards and be acceptable to the assigned 

clinical site. If the clinical site objects to the student’s uniform 

request, SCC’s Nursing Program cannot guarantee an alternative 

clinical placement. (Updated 3/2014) 
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8. An approved SCC nursing patch (purchased at the bookstore) must be 

sewn or glued on the left sleeve of the scrub top and lab coat/jacket prior 

to attending the first clinical. (Clarified 12/2012) 

9. The SCC student photo name badge must be worn for every day of 

clinical, simulation, and lab test outs. (Added 3/2014)  

10. Hair must be clean and styled neatly off the collar to give a professional 

appearance.  Hair of chin length or longer must be secured behind head.  

Long hair must be styled in a controlled fashion.  Bangs longer than the 

eyebrows must be secured.  No un-natural hair color is allowed (i.e. blue, 

pink, etc.).  Facial hair (mustaches and beards) must be clean and neatly 

trimmed to no more than one inch in length.  

11. Fingernails are to be short (less than ¼ inch in length) and neatly filed.  

No acrylic fingernails and/or nail polish may be worn.   

12. Jewelry should be limited to the following: 

 The SCC photo name pin must be worn on the uniform. (Clarified 

12/2012) 

 A watch that records seconds must be worn. 

 Wedding/engagement rings may be worn, although it is 

recommended that no rings be worn. 

 One set of pierced earrings, no larger than the size of a dime, may be 

worn while giving direct patient care.  No loops or dangle earrings are 

permitted.   

 No visible body (i.e. facial, tongue) piercings ornaments are allowed.  

Students who are unable to comply with clinical site-specific body 

piercing policies are not guaranteed an alternative clinical placement 

and progression in the Nursing Program may be affected. 

13. Tattoos: 

 Students will be asked to cover tattoos prior to arriving at the clinical 

site. 

 Clinical sites have differing policies; some allow part of tattoos to be 

exposed and others allow none of the tattoo to be exposed.  Students 

who are unable to comply with clinical site-specific tattoo policies are 

not guaranteed an alternative clinical placement and progression in 

the Nursing Program may be affected. 

14. Good personal hygiene is essential (practice good oral hygiene, bathe 

frequently, and use antiperspirant/deodorant).  Avoid extreme amounts 
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of make-up.  Smokers should be particularly careful about odor of breath 

and clothes. 

15. No perfume, lotion, cologne or aftershave is permitted. 

16. Chewing gum, drinking beverages, or eating in the clinical area is 

inappropriate.  Students should not eat food that has been provided to 

the clinical staff, unless otherwise directed. 

17. Uniforms may be worn for clinical and simulation activities only.  For 

cleanliness reasons and infection prevention purposes, uniforms are not 

to be worn at SCC for classes unless required for presentations or 

simulations. (Updated 2/2014) 

18. When picking up clinical assignment for the following day (or same day), 

the uniform or professional appearing street clothes, should be covered 

with a clean, white lab coat with student’s name pin visible.  No shorts, 

jeans or open toed shoes are acceptable.  Students are expected to 

appear professional each time they are at the clinical site. 

19. No exposed skin on the back or abdomen at the clinical sites. 

20. Dress codes for specialty areas will be addressed prior to assignments. 

21. It is required that students purchase their own stethoscope and bandage 

scissors.  (Updated 7/2013) 

22. Always carry paper and a black pen in a pocket. 

 

Lab Safety Rules: Health Simulation Center and Basic Lab 

Purpose:  

1. Provide efficient, safe, clean and well-maintained lab environments to 

promote optimal learning opportunities for all lab users. 

2. Protect and maintain lab equipment for optimal use by 

faculty/staff/students/community users.   

Policy: 

1. Students will participate in a lab/Health Simulation Center orientation. 



50 

 

2. No eating or drinking is permitted in the lab with the exception of screw 

top containers in the classroom section of the lab only.  Students should 

use waste containers outside of the simulation/lab area.   

3. Wash your hands upon entering the lab and wash hands when leaving. 

4. No felt tipped markers, ink pens, acetone, iodine, or other staining 

medications should be placed near the manikins.  No newsprint or inked 

lines of any kind will be placed on or near the manikins. 

5. Chairs should be replaced under the tables when leaving the area. 

6. Pick up any waste materials observed on the floor and place in 

trash/recycle containers. 

7. Return media to proper storage area or to lab personnel after viewing. 

8. All simulated practice needles are to be covered with needle sheath.  

Needles and syringes are not to be discarded in trash containers.  These 

must be placed in sharp containers. 

9. If you accidentally are stuck by a non-sterile needle or your skin comes 

in contact with contaminated material, you must notify your instructor 

immediately. 

10. If you accidently are stuck by a non-sterile needle (non-blood borne 

exposure) or your skin comes in contact with contaminated material, 

follow the ANA guidelines:   

 Provide care to exposure site by washing wound and skin with soap and 

water. 

 Immediately seek evaluation and treatment for the injury as advised by 

instructor. 

 Report the incident to your instructor and document it according to 

institutional policy, including the type and brand of device causing injury, 

department where the injury occurred, and explanation of incident. 

11. Wipe up all spills on the floor. 

12. Return equipment to designated locations; for example, needle & 

syringes to syringe box in designated areas.  Syringe boxes, syringes and 

needles must remain in the lab. 

13. Keep beds in appropriate position with linens straightened before leaving. 
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14. Replace manikins neatly in the bed (if applicable). 

15. Report any incidents or malfunctions to your instructor, who will notify 

the Health Simulation Specialist. 

16. Keep valuable items with you or lock them in your locker.  Do not leave 

the items in the classroom.  SCC is not responsible for lost or stolen 

student items from the lab. 

17. When engaging in simulation, students should dress in appropriate 

clinical uniform or as directed by your faculty member. 

18. Treat the manikins with respect.  Treat the simulation scenario as a real 

patient interaction.  Follow quality of life, confidentiality and infection 

control standards. 

**Students with a latex or Betadine/iodine allergy should notify their faculty 

instructor and lab personnel. 

 

Graduation, Pinning and Licensure 

College Graduation Requirements 

Students are eligible for graduation when they have successfully fulfilled the 

requirements of the diploma or degree in the Nursing Program.  See SCC Graduation 

for further information. (Updated 7/2013). 

 

Nursing Pinning 

At the completion of the Nursing Program, students will have an opportunity to 

participate in the South Central College Nursing Pinning Ceremony.  In nursing, 

pinning ceremonies are important occasions for nursing students.  This is an 

opportunity for students to celebrate their success with their classmates, family and 

friends. 

The nursing pin tradition began years ago when hospitals awarded gold or silver 

medals to outstanding graduates of their nursing programs.  Over time, each school 

developed their own distinctive nursing pin which signifies the school attended and 

indicate to patients and others that the nurse has completed his or her nursing 

education and is qualified to function as a nurse.  SCC’s nursing pin is on the cover of 

this handbook. The emphasis of the pinning ceremony will be on the transition of the 

student into the role of professional nurse. 

There will be one pinning ceremony, combining campuses and programs, at the end of 
each semester.  Both the December and May pinning ceremonies will be held on the 

http://southcentral.edu/academic-policies/graduation.html
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North Mankato campus in the Conference Center.  Unless unforeseen schedule issues 
arise, the pinning ceremony will be the Friday prior to graduation. (Updated 12/2012) 

Nursing faculty will strive to have pinning ceremony information available in NURS 

1310 with conversation opportunities given if requested by students. (Added 12/2012) 

Guidelines for Pinning 

1. The pinning ceremony is an SCC event, driven by students with faculty 

support. As an SCC event, the ceremony should be respectful, 

demonstrating the upmost professional behavior which represents 

positive student successes.   

2. There will be one pinning ceremony, combining campuses and programs, 

at the end of the semester. Students from the Practical Nursing and the 

AS Program will need to establish a joint planning committee.  The 

student planning committee needs to have student representatives from 

both programs.  The student planning committee will work with the SNA 

faculty representative, rotating between the two campuses, in planning 

the pinning ceremony.  A guide with a program template will be provided 

to the planning committee.  The committee responsibilities include (but 

are not limited to): (Clarified 1/2013) 

a. Communicate with classmates on progress, speakers, date/time 

and costs, etc. 

b. Determine program, using SCC’s program guide as a template, 

and provide first draft to Graphics Department three weeks prior 

to ceremony (Updated 12/2012) 

c. Plan reception 

d. Plan decorations 

e. Plan a  clean-up committee 

f. Determine a faculty speaker and personally ask faculty member to 

speak at pinning. The faculty speaker should be a current faculty 

member. (If students choose to have a nurse other than faculty, 

this will need to be approved by the faculty mentor in consultation 

with the Director of Nursing. (Updated 8/2012) 

g. Vote on student speakers, one from PN and one from AS program. 
(Added 12/2012) 

h. Reserve Conference Center and setup room by week 8 of the 

semester (Added 12/2012) 
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i. Notify maintenance department of upcoming event and needs 

j. Request assistance of Audio Visual Technician from IT department 

k. Provide last draft of programs two weeks prior to ceremony and 

request printing of programs one week prior to ceremony (Clarified 

12/2012) 

l. Extend invitations to academic leaders at SCC, including Director 

of Nursing, Dean of Academic Affairs, Dean of Student Affairs, 

Vice-President of Academic Affairs, and the College President. 

Students should consider sending invitations to college faculty (for 

example,  Liberal Arts and Science Faculty)  

m. Order food/cake/beverage and serving supplies 

3. All costs must be covered by students.  Students are encouraged to 

utilize student college resources to help off-set costs.  Each student 

organization (including the pinning planning committee) should send a 

representative and an alternate to Student Life committee at the 

beginning of the year to help decide the funding allocations for the year.  

Contact the Director of Student Life with questions. (Revised 12/2012)  The 

actual pins MUST be paid for by the students themselves or through 

fund raising, NOT with Student Life monies.   

4. The final paper draft of the pinning program must have faculty mentor 

and Director of Nursing approval prior to printing.  Please send to 

Director of Nursing at least 2 weeks before needed for printing. Current 

nursing faculty should be listed in the program (i.e. not former faculty, 

etc) as this creates confusion at the pinning ceremony. (Added 8/2012) 

5. The Director of Nursing has the final approval of the students’ speeches 

that are to be given.  An appointment should be made to meet in person 

two weeks two weeks before the ceremony.  (Clarified 7/2013) 

6. Dean or Director of Nursing will provide program opening and DON will 

“pin” students.  DON or student chosen speaker will provide program 

closing (Updated 2/2014); nursing pins will be placed on a ribbon that will be 

placed over the head of the student. (Added 8/2012)Every student will have a 

ribbon placed over their head as they are announced at the pinning 

ceremony, no matter if they have ordered a pin or not. (Added 12/2012) 

7. The pinning ceremony should be kept to about one hour in length; no 

longer than an hour and a half. 
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8. In the event that the planning committee, class, or faculty mentor are in 

conflict, these issues should be brought to the Director of Nursing. 

 

Licensure 

Graduates of the Nursing Program will be eligible to make application for the licensing 

examination.  Each student must apply to the Minnesota Board of Nursing for 

licensure by examination using one of two methods:  applying on-line or submitting a 

paper application (download form from the website) by mail.  Each student must also 

register with Pearson Vue to take the NCLEX examination using one of three methods:  

applying on-line, by telephone, or by mail.  If you are taking an out of state 

examination, you will need to contact that state for their application packet. 

Contact information: (Updated 7/2013) 

Minnesota Board of Nursing 
2829 University Avenue SE #200 
Minneapolis, MN 55414-3253 
Main Telephone: 612-617-3000 (new 8/1/2013) 

Toll Free Number: 888-234-2690 
TTY:     800-627-3529   
E-Mail:  nursing.board@state.mn.us 
Web site:  www.nursingboard.state.mn.us 

 

Pearson Vue website:  www.pearsonvue.com 

National Council of State Boards of Nursing, Inc. (NCSBN) 
111 E. Wacker Drive, Suite 2900 
Chicago, IL 60601-4277 
Phone:  312-525-3600 
 
NCLEX Examination Information: 
E-Mail:  info@ncsbn.org and nclexinfo@ncsbn.org 
Web site:   www.ncsbn.org 
 

  

mailto:nursing.board@state.mn.us
http://www.nursingboard.state.mn.us/
http://www.pearsonvue.com/
mailto:info@ncsbn.org
mailto:nclexinfo@ncsbn.org
http://www.ncsbn.org/
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Practical	  Nursing	  Practical	  Nursing	  Diploma	  Diploma	  Program	  GuideProgram	  Guide 	  	  

Academic	  Year	  Academic	  Year	   2014	  2014	  –– 	  	   20152015 	  	   	  

Practical 	  NursingPractical 	  Nursing -‐-‐DiplomaDiploma 	  	  	  	   	  	   	  	  

 Pre-‐Nursing	  =	  Preparatory	  +	  General	  Education	  courses	  (listed	  in	  italics)	  

 Core-‐Nursing	  =	  “NURS”	  courses.	  Acceptance	  into	  the	  core-‐nursing	  
	  program	  is	  required	  prior	  to	  registering	  for	  NURS	  courses.	  

Preparatory	  Requirements—Students	  Must:	  

• Be fully admitted to South Central College according to the college admission deadline  
• Be college ready based on scores from the Accuplacer Assessment test in Math, Reading and Sentence Skills. If 

required, all college readiness courses must be complete before applying to the core-nursing program. 
• Provide evidence of current and on-going registry on the Nursing Assistant Registry (NAR) for the State of MN  

(SCC offers the Nursing Assistant course, Nursing-Nursing Assistant HCTC 1886, which helps prepare students for 
the NA test out)  

• Provide evidence of completion of U.S. high school chemistry or complete CHEM 108 or CHEM 110, or equivalent, 
with a grade of C or higher.  

• Demonstrate a college “Nursing” General Education GPA of 2.7 or higher.  
• Demonstrate good academic standing at the college 
• Successfully complete and pass the computerized PN Admission Exam 
• Provide proof of attendance from a 2014 – 2015 Info Session. 

 
First	  Semester	  
Course	  Number	  

Pre-‐Nursing	  Course	  Name	   Credits	  

BIOL	  225	   Anatomy	  &	  Physiology	  I	   4	  
Total	  Semester	  Credits	   4	  
Second	  Semester	  
Course	  Number	  

Course	  Name	   Credits	  

NURS	  1110	   Foundation	  of	  Nursing	  -‐	  16	  weeks	   3	  
NURS	  1150	   Clinical	  Foundation	  -‐	  last	  6	  weeks	   3	  
NURS	  1175	   Nursing	  Interventions	  -‐	  16	  weeks	   3	  
NURS	  1275	   Medication	  Administration	  -‐	  first	  10	  weeks	   1	  
NURS	  1210	   Pharmacology	  for	  Practical	  Nurses	  -‐	  16	  weeks	   1	  
ENGL	  100	   English	  Composition	   4	  
BIOL	  235	   Anatomy	  &	  Physiology	  II	   4	  
Total	  Semester	  Credits	   19	  
Third	  Semester	  
Course	  Number	  

Course	  Name	   Credits	  

NURS	  1310	   Application	  of	  Nursing	  -‐	  16	  weeks	   4	  
NURS	  1350	   Clinical	  Application	  -‐	  16	  weeks	   4	  
NURS	  1375	   Lab	  Application	  -‐	  16	  weeks	   2	  
NURS	  1410	   Maternal	  Child	  Nursing	  -‐	  16	  weeks	   2	  
NURS	  1610	   Psychosocial	  Nursing	  -‐	  16	  weeks	   2	  
PSYC	  110	   Lifespan	  Psychology	   3	  
Total	  Semester	  Credits	   17	  

	  

For	  additional	  information,	  visit	  the	  nursing	  website	  at:	  www.southcentral.edu/programs/nurs	  

Member:	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  Minnesota	  State	  Colleges	  and	  Universities	  System.	  
Accreditation:	  	  The	  Nursing	  Programs	  at	  South	  Central	  College	  are	  approved	  by	  the	  Higher	  Learning	  Commission	  (HLC)	  and	  the	  	  
Minnesota	  Board	  of	  Nursing.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
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“Like”	  us	  on	  facebook	  to	  	  
receive	  updates!	  	  

	  
www.facebook.com/SCC.NursingPrograms	  

	  

	  



Updated March 16,2014 

	  

Students	  will	  earn	  the	  Practical	  Nursing	  Diploma	  and	  are	  eligible	  to	  take	  the	  Practical	  Nursing	  NCLEX	  examination	  
upon	  successful	  completion	  of	  the	  40-‐credit	  Practical	  Nursing	  Program.	  

  

Other Things to ConsiderOther Things to Consider:  

• South Central College Nursing Programs do not require health insurance coverage.  However, we 
strongly encourage students to maintain health insurance during their college experience. Any health 
care costs incurred during the period of time a student is in the nursing program are the responsibility 
of the student. (Student insurance is available for purchase through MnSCU. Applications are 
available in the Student Affairs Center). 

• Evidence of current “Professional” Training in Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
(CPR) for all ages (newborn through adult); including 2-rescuer scenarios, foreign-
body airway obstruction and the use of an automated external defibrillator is required 
for the core-nursing program.  It is the student’s responsibility to obtain and maintain 
current certification.  Students will not be allowed to participate in clinical activities 
without current certification in CPR.  It is the student’s responsibility to present 
documentation of current certification to the Nursing Program. 

• Minnesota law requires that all persons who provide services that involve direct contact with 
patients and residents at a health care facility be subject to a background study. A student 
who is disqualified from having direct patient contact as a result of the background study will 
not be permitted to participate in a clinical placement in a health care facilty. Students who 
have a disqualification that the Minnesota Department of Health Commission may consider 
setting aside will not be allowed to continue in the nursing program (an exception may be 
made for students enrolled in the Nursing Assistant Course).  

• South Central College Nursing Programs utilize on-line technology to deliver content. 
Successful on-line students are self-motivated, self-disciplined, and able to communicate 
ideas clearly in written form. We encourage students to be actively engaged in their learning, 
independently exploring new ideas, while remaining disciplined and organized. 

	  

 

For	  additional	  information	  on	  the	  nursing	  programs,	  
	  visit	  the	  nursing	  website	  at:	  

www.southcentral.edu/programs/nurs	  	  
 




