
Common Course Outline - Page 1 of 3
Tuesday, May 4, 2021 1:24 PM

 

South Central College

ANTH 121  Cultural Anthropology
Common Course Outline

Course Information
Description This course will take an in-depth look into four different cultures.  We will look at 

cultures from Band, Tribe, Chiefdom and State levels of political-social 
organization.  The theoretical focus of anthropological thought in the class will be 
include; functionalism, structuralism, configuration-ism, neo-evolutionism and cultural 
materialism.  This course will fulfill MNTC goal area 5 and 7.  Reading 90 / 'C' or 
higher or an Accuplacer score of 78 are prerequisites for the class.

Total Credits 4
Total Hours 64

Types of Instruction
Instruction Type Credits/Hours
Lecture 4/64

Pre/Corequisites
Prerequisite Reading 90 / 'C' or higher or an Accuplacer score of 78 are prerequisites for the class.

Course Competencies

1. Demonstrate an understanding of people living at the most primal levels of existence on our 
planet. (Band Level Society)
Learning Objectives
Examine environmental, geographic and political factors that limit population growth in a band level society.
Examine resource procurement, sheltering, trade (material culture) and over all lifestyles within a band level of 
society.
Examine the functionality of the family structure, cosmology and symbology within a band level of society.
Examine the patterning of cultural ideals (configurationalism) and norms within a band level of society.

2. Demonstrate an understanding of the people living at the tribal levels of society. (Tribe Level 
Society)
Learning Objectives
Examine environmental, geographic and political factors that limit population growth in a tribe level society.
Examine resource procurement, sheltering, trade (material culture) and over all lifestyles within a tribe level of 
society.
Examine the functionality of the family structure, cosmology and symbology within a tribe level of society.
Examine the patterning of cultural ideals (configurationalism) and norms within a tribe level of society.

3. Demonstrate an understanding of the people living in the chiefdom levels of social-political 
order. (Chiefdom Level Society)
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Learning Objectives
Examine environmental, geographic and political factors that limit population growth in a chiefdom level society.
Examine resource procurement, sheltering, trade (material culture) and over all lifestyles within a chiefdom level 
of society.
Examine the functionality of the family structure, cosmology and symbology within a chiefdom level of society.
Examine the patterning of cultural ideals (configurationalism) and norms within a chiefdom level of society.

4. Demonstrate an understanding of the people living in early state levels of social-political order. 
(State Level Society)
Learning Objectives
Examine environmental, geographic and political factors that limit population growth in a state level society.
Examine resource procurement, sheltering, trade (material culture) and over all lifestyles within a state level of 
society.
Examine the functionality of the family structure, cosmology and symbology within a state level of society.
Examine the patterning of cultural ideals (configurationalism) and norms within a state level of society.

5. Analyze how cultures adapt to the environment they live in.
Learning Objectives
Conceptualize how one would have to adapt to live in the harsh environmental conditions where band level 
societies are usually found.
Conceptualize how one would have to adapt to live in the moderate environmental conditions where tribe level 
societies are usually found.
Conceptualize how one would have to adapt to live in the variable environmental conditions where chiefdom 
level societies are usually found.
Conceptualize how one would have to adapt to live in the natural and man-made environmental conditions where 
state level societies are usually found.

6. Analyze the material culture from the four cultures presented.
Learning Objectives
Conceptualize how one's environmental adaptations affect the material culture within band level societies.
Conceptualize how one's environmental adaptations affect the material culture within tribe level societies.
Conceptualize how one's environmental adaptations affect the material culture within chiefdom level societies.
Conceptualize how one's environmental adaptations affect the material culture within state level societies.

7. Analyze the genealogical nomenclature and family structure used in the four cultures 
presented.
Learning Objectives
Recognize that the six basic forms of organization and nomenclature within family structures are found in all 
levels of sociological-political organization.
Analyze the structure and function of the six basic forms and nomenclature found in human society; Inuit, 
Hawaiian, Sudanese, Iroquois, Omaha and Crow.
Conceptualize how family structure in the band level of social organization has its functional adaptation to the 
environment and cosmology that the people live in, 
Conceptualize how family structure in the tribe level of social organization has its functional adaptation to the 
environment and cosmology that the people live in, 
Conceptualize how family structure in the chiefdom level of social organization has its functional adaptation to 
the environment and cosmology that the people live in, 
Conceptualize how family structure in the state level of social organization has its functional adaptation to the 
environment and cosmology that the people live in, 

8.  Analyze the religious and cosmological structures and how they are used in the four cultures 
presented.
Learning Objectives
Analyze the cosmological organization, ceremonial activities, common myths and religious structure of the band 
level society that we are focusing on.
Analyze the cosmological organization, ceremonial activities, common myths and religious structure of the tribe 
level society that we are focusing on.
Analyze the cosmological organization, ceremonial activities, common myths and religious structure of the 



Common Course Outline - Page 3 of 3
Tuesday, May 4, 2021 1:24 PM

chiefdom level society that we are focusing on.
Analyze the cosmological organization, ceremonial activities, common myths and religious structure of the state 
level society that we are focusing on.

9. Analyze the evolution of social-political organization in culture and realize how cultures move 
from one organizational level to another (Neo-evolutionism).
Learning Objectives
Classify at what stage of social-political organization any given culture is.
Describe the key elements of the four stages of social-political organization: Band, Tribe, Chiefdom and State
Determine if a culture is in the development stage of moving from one social-political level to another.

10. Differentiate between a primal (priest) state, a democratic state, and a republic.
Learning Objectives
Demonstrate knowledge of what a primal or priest state level of social-political organization is and how it first 
came into existence.
Demonstrate knowledge of what a democratic state level of social-political organization is and how it first came 
into existence.
Demonstrate knowledge of what a republic state level of social-political organization  is and how it first came into 
existence.

11. Differentiate the power sharing, leadership and cultural core values involved in the four 
cultures studied.
Learning Objectives
Analyze the power sharing, leadership and cultural core values in band level society.
Analyze the power sharing, leadership and cultural core values in tribe level society.
Analyze the power sharing, leadership and cultural core values in chiefdom level society.
Analyze the power sharing, leadership and cultural core values in state level society.

12.  Differentiate how resources are controlled and/or shared among the four cultures studied.
Learning Objectives
Analyze how scarce resources are controlled and distributed among band level society.
Analyze how scarce resources are controlled and distributed among tribe level society.
Analyze how scarce resources are controlled and distributed among chiefdom level society.
Analyze how scarce resources are controlled and distributed among state level society.


